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be Turn SHALL THE KINGDOM or HEAVEN BE 
LIKENED UNTO TEN VIRGINS. 


PARABLE. 
Then ſhall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which 


took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom, And five 
of them were wiſe, and five were fooliſh, They that were fooliſh 
took their lamps, and took no oil with them; but the wiſe took oil 
5 :n their veſſels with their lamps. While the bridegroom tarried they 

22 all ſlumbered and ſlept. And at midnight there was a cry made, 
«<4 8 Behold the bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him. Then all 
1 thoſe virgins aroſe, and trimmed their lamps. And the fooliſh ſaid 
unto the wiſe, give us of your oil, for our lamps are gone out, But 
® A the wiſe anſwered ſaying, Not ſo, leſt there be not enough for us 
* and you, but go ye rather to them that ſell, and buy for yourſelves. 
And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and they that 


were ready went in with him to the marriage, and the door 

| was ſhut, Afterward came alſo the other virgins, ſaying, Lord, 

9 Lord, open to us. But he anſwered and ſaid, Verily I ſay unto you, 

| 0 $ I know you not, Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day, 
nor the hour, when the ſon of man cometh, 


T is too well known, to need ſetting forth, ; 


that this parable is drawn from a Jewiſh 
wedding. Chriſt drew his parables from 


Y the common occurrences of life; but there is an 
4 eminent proprietv in this, as Chriſt is repreſented in 


1 


ſcripture as a BRIDE ROOM, and the Church as his 
BRI DE; whoſe nuptials, which we are waiting for 
in this ſtate, will be celebrated in the next. 


The figures in this parable are capable of va- 
rious applications: I ſhall apply them to a plain 
practical uſe. 


Our Saviour ſets this parable before his diſci- 
ples, to impreſs on their minds the advice he had 
juſt before given them, to be watchful, and al- 
ways prepared for his coming to judgment a- 
gainſt Jeruſalem; an event which they knew not 
how ſoon might happen, and in which he was 
to puniſh his enemies, and protect his friends. 
It therefore highly behoved thoſe who were his 
friends, to be watchful in keeping themſelves 
diſtinguiſhed as ſuch, by a ſteady faith in him, 
and conſtant obedience to his commands. And 
though, perhaps, there was little danger of this 
whiltt the diſciples had their Matter with them ; 


yet, when they were to be left to themſelves, 
they might meet ſuch trials of their conſtancy as 


would require the utmoſt vigilance and reſolu- 
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tion to ſurmount : and this, we know, was really 
the caſe. The firſt diſciples of Chriſt ſoon found 
the uſe of this advice of their Maſter; and it 
was by a conſtant attention to it, that they were 
enabled to ſtand firm amidſt the grievous dilcou- 
ragements which ſurrounded them. I he perſua- 
ſion they had, that the day of the Lord was at 
4 hand,” was their comfort; and, as they knew 


not how near at hand it might be, they were al- 


ways prepared for it. 


We may turn our thoughts from Chriſt's 
firſt diſciples to ourſelves : certainly the para- 
ble, and the advice 1t carries, though it was 
given to them, was not confined to them ; but 
reaches to Chriſtians in all ages: ſo ſays our 


Saviour himſelf, © what I ſay unto you, I fay un- 
* to all, Watch.“ 


What gave occaſion to the parable was our 
Saviour's prediction of his coming to the de- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem; but in his prediction 
of this particular judgment, he inſerts likewiſe 
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a prediction of his coming to judge the world. 
In the former we are not concerned ; it is an e- 
vent which is paſt: the latter is an event yet to 
come, in which we are molt deeply concerned; 
in which our eternal happineſs lies at ſtake. 


And as our Saviour's advice to his firſt diſ- 
ciples, that they ſhould be © always ready,“ was 
founded on this reaſon, that they knew not how 
ſoon he might come to judge Jeruſalem, ſo the 
ſame advice, when applied to ourſelves, ſtands 
on the very ſame reaſon; for we know as little 
when Chriſt will come to judge the world, as 


they knew when he would come to judge Jeru- 


ſalem. 


The parable then, as to the leſſon it carries, 
is as applicable to us as it was to Chriſt's firſt 
diſciples: the circumſtances too, which form the 
parable, are very applicable to the general con- 
dition of Chriſtians, and are as proper for en- 
forcing the leſſon of the parable now, as when 
it was firſt given. 


1151 


One main circumſtance in the parable is, that 
all the virgins, both the wife and the fooliſh, 
took their lamps ; but only the wiſe took with 


them veſſels of oil for the trimming of their 
lamps. 


The religion laid down in Chriſt's goſpel is 
our lamp; the lamp which muſt light us thro? 
the duties of this life, and with which we muſt 
meet Chriſt at his coming to judgment; when, 
if we be found ready, with our lamps burn- 


ing, we ſhall be admitted into the happineſs of 
the next. 


By the veſſels of oil, which the wiſe virgins 
took with their lamps, and which the fooliſh 
virgins did not take, 1s ſignified that care which 
wiſe men apply for preſerving Chriſt's religion 
in their hearts, and for want of which fooliſh 
men are betrayed to loſe it. 


This care 1s the general leſfon of the parable; 
and ſurely it is a leſſon neceſſary to be {et before 
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all Chriſtians at all times: it is from a ne- 
glect of this care, that the beſt among us are not 
ſo good as they might be, and that many, who 
are bad among us, are ſo bad as they are. 


For it is not ignorance, or obſtinacy, ſo much 
as it is careleſſneſs, which makes many among 
us defective in our chriſtian duty. We are ear- 
ly inſtructed in the knowledge of Chriſt's reli- 
gion, and moſt of us ſct forth, in the beginning 
of life, as the virgins in the parable ſet out, with 
our lamps burning. Theſe the pious care of 
others have put into our hands; the care of trim- 


ming them, as we go on in life, belongs to our- 


ſelves; and it is through a neglect of this care, 
that many of our lamps go out, and we loſe the 
religion with which we at firſt ſet out. 


The care of keeping our religion alive in our 
hearts, which the parable recommends, 1s firſt 
and principally neceſſary in that part of our 
lives, when we are ſetting out into the world 
with the influence of a chriſtian education till 
freſh on our minds: and to this point I ſhall 
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confine my preſent diſcourſe. The parable has 
farther matter of uſeful obſervation ; but I ſhall 
now only conſider that part of it where the vir- 
gins are deſcribed at their ſetting out—* they 
that were fooliſh took their lamps, and took no 
„ oil with them; but the wiſe took oil in their 
* veſſels with their lamps.” 


From hence ariſes a very uſeful leſſon for 
young perſons ; which is, that they be careful 
to take veſſels of oil with their lamps; or, in 
plainer terms, that, as by the care of others they 
are provided with Chriſt's religion, they uſe their 
own care in maintaining it. 


The great aim which all of us ought to have 
at our entrance upon the world, as well as du- 
ring our progreſs through it, is to be good men; 
and the great means by which we muſt obtain 
this aim, is to be good Chriſtians. With great 
advantage then do young perſons ſtep forth into 
the world, when their education has taught them 
to be Chriſtians, and their preſent untainted diſ- 
poſition leads them to be good. Thoſe Who 
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have this advantage, ſhould ſurely well conſider 
how bright a lamp they ſet out with; and ſhould 
be exceeding careful that they do not ſuffer it to 
go out. 


But the miſchief is, that at his time of life, 
when ſuch a conſideration is of the greateſt uſe, 
we are the leaſt qualified for it. 


Young minds, when they firſt taſte their li- 
berty, are ſo eager to get rid of authority, that 
they think they have not ſufficiently diveſted 
themſelves of it, till they have thrown aſide 
whatever belonged to it; and thus the religion 
they have received is neglected, if not deſpiſed, 
becauſe it ſavours too much of the diſcipline by 
which it was inculcated; and, as the firſt expe- 
riment of their new acquired liberty, they throw 
up their religion to ſhew themſelves free. Be- 
ſides this, the novelty of the world before them 
ſtrikes their attention, and they are in a hurry to 
get into its pleaſures. This ſituation and diſpoſi- 
tion of young perſons, it is true, makes vigilance 
in keeping their religion a difficult duiy; but, at 
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the ſame time, it ſnews it to be a moſt neceſſary 
one; for, was religion of no value, the difficul- 
ty in keeping it might plead our excuſe in loſing 
it ; but, conſidering the infinite value of religion, 
the more difficult it is in any ſituation to keep it, 
the more reaſca there is to be vigilant about it. 
Many indulgencies may be allowed to the con- 
duct of young perſons, in conſideration of the 


difficulty they are under of doing better, but no 


indulgence can be allowed them in throwing a- 
ſide their religion, becauſe the keeping it, tho? 
it may be difficult, is however very practicable, 


and becauſe the loſs of it is ineſtimable, perhaps 
irretrievable. 


But young perſons do not ſufficiently conſider 
this, when they neglect or throw aſide their reli- 
gion: they do not conſider the value of reli- 
gion; and that throwing it aſide at their en- 
trance upon the world, 1s throwing aſide their 
only guide and ſupport through the ſeveral du- 
ties and conditions belonging to it. Indeed if 
men ſet out in life with a purpoſe to be wicked, 
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they act conſiſtently enough in throwing aſide 
their religion, as it is the greateſt hindrance of 
their purpoſe ; but if men propoſe to acquit 
themſelves with reputation and ſucceſs, in ſuch 
duties and conditions as may fall to them in 
their progreſs through life, they act very incon- 
| ſiſtently in throwing aſide their religion, which 
is the only ſure light they have for ſhewing 
them their duty, and the only ſufficient autho- 
rity for calling and keeping them to the perfor- 
mance of it; and, among the various conditions 
of life, is the beſt ſource from whence we can 


derive wifdom in a good one, and comfort in a 


bad one. 


But young perſons do not think enough of re- 
ligion to ſee this ineſtimable value of it; or, if 
they think at all of its value, they think too, 
that it 1s all in good time for them to apply to 
it; and that letting it alone is not loſing it : 
they have, they think, the whole term of hu- 
man life before them ; and form in their minds 
no other notion of it, than as a term of three- 
ſcorce and ten years; in which there will be time 
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enough for following religion hereafter, though 

they let it alone to follow their pleaſures now. 

But the parable before us has a circumſtance in 

it worth their notice. The virgins ſet forth to 
meet the BRIDbREOROONH, not knowing how ſoon 
or how late they might meet him; and we ſet 
forth in life, not knowing how ſoon or how late 
we may be called out of it, Young perſons may 
be allowed to hope for length of days ; but they 
ſhould be ſure of it, when they lay aſide their re- 
ligion in order to reſume it hereafter, Their 
call out of life may be earlier, than the leaſt diſ- 
tant time they may ſet themſelves for the care of 
religion; or if it is not, they will not find it fo 
ealy to reſume religion as it 1s to lay it aſide : 
for we know as little what fort of men we ſhall 
be ſome time hence, as we know whether we 
ſhall be at all: and if the time comes that we 
ſet, for reſuming religion, we may feel neither 
diſpoſition nor ability for doing it : at leaſt this 
1s certain, that a long habitual negle& of reli- 
gion, attended, as it ordinarily will be, with an 
habitual practice of wickedneſs, will render the 
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recovery of it a much more difficult — 
than the careful preſervation of it. 


Let me then earneſtly adviſe thoſe who are 
ſtepping forth into the world, that they take 
ſpecial care of this firſt ſtep of all; which, if not 
rightly taken, will ſet them wrong all their lives 
after. This ſtep is, that they be careful to keep 
that religion alive in their hearts, with which 
their education has furniſned them; and that 
they do not treat the duties of it as if, becauſe 
they were taught them in their childhood, there- 
fore, they are fit for no other ſtate. They ought 
to reflect, that they have been taught Chriſt's 


religion, not becauſe they were children, but be- 


cauſe they were to be men, and becauſe it is 
their own intereſt, both here and hereafter, that 
they ſhould be good men; in order to which 
they muſt take Chriſt's religion along with them, 


for there is no being good men after they have 


thrown it aſide. 


I know young minds are ſoon made to believe 
otherwiſe; and grow extremely fond of the per- 


= BIT: 


2 
e 
m * 3 


„ OY XX wv h 
: * n 5 — 
- 2 6. k . _ ' 1 — _ — * 1 4 . 2 * : — 4 * : = ; . 
222 ͤ SIDES I 


8 * 12 - 
4 * k, * 2 3 ect 2 ria > a 2 $ o . 


C331 


ſuaſion, that they may be very good men, with- 
out Chriſt's religion: but there is no ſuch thing. 
There are indeed examples of men, who, in a 
comparative ſenſe, may be called good men, who 
never heard of Chriſt's religion. Such were ſome 
in the heathen world : but it ſhould be obſerved, 
that even theſe good men were not ſo without 
religion, as it ſtands diſtinguiſhed from morali- 
ty : the worſhip of God is the firſt precept and 
foundation even of heathen morality. *Tis true 
their religion was corrupt; but ſtill we ſee from 
hence, that they thought there was occaſion for 
religion to ſupport morality. We may obſerve 
too of theſe good men, that they acted up to the 
beſt light that was afforded them, and that they 
acted as they did, without having Chriſt's reli- 
gion ever ſet before them, not after having it ſet 
before them, and then throwing it afide ; which 
makes a very material difference; no leſs a dif- 
ference than this, that the one is obeying the di- 
rection which God thinks fit to give, the other 
is rejecting it. The heathen moraliſts of old 
would have been glad of what modern moraliſts 
reject, I mean that aſſiſtance and encouragement 
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in the purſuit of goodneſs, which the chriſtian 


religion affords, which if we reject, whatever we 


may talk of our goodneſs, we are not the good 
men thoſe heathens were, who made the beſt uſe 


of all the aſſiſtance they had. To be good, is to 
do our duty according to ſuch directions as God 


thinks fit at any time to give us: if ſome a- 


mong the heathens have been good under the 
direction God vouchſafed them from natural 
reaſon only, it will not follow that Chriſtians 
may be ſo too, who, if they have received any 
farther direction from God, cannot be good with- 


out acting according toſuch direction; and a heathen 


might as well pretend to be virtuous and good with- 
out aſſiſtance from his natural reaſon, as a Chri- 
ſtian pretend to be ſo without aſſiſtance from 
Chriſt's religion. However, therefore, our deiſts 
may plead the examples of ſome wiſe and good 
men among the heathen, who were ſuch with- 
out aſſiſtance from Chriſt's religion, I may ven- 
ture to aſſure them, that ſuch wiſe and good 
men, were they now living among us, would 
not be of their party; but would greatly re- 
proach their inconſiſtent attempt in pretending 
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to be good, and at the ſame deſpiſing the beſt 
aſſiſtance and encouragement in being ſo. 


To have ſuch aſſiſtance and encouragement 
ſet before us, as the chriſtian religion affords, 


and to throw it aſide with a declaration, that we 


can be good without it, is really a profane abſur- 
dity. For if to be good is to pleaſe God, and to 
do his will, what does ſuch a declaration amount 
to, but the telling God we can pleaſe him with · 
out his interfering to ſhew us how; or, that we 
are wiſe and able enough to do his will by the 
directions he has already given us, without any 
farther inſtruction and aſſiſtance from him. A 
conduct fo full of irreverence to God can never 
lead to goodneſs : nor will ſober men ever be- 


F lieve that ſuch as ſhew this conduct are really 


deſirous of ſeeking goodneſs, when they ſee them 
contemptuouſly refuſing the beſt means of aſſiſt- 
ance for finding it. The means which Chriſt's 
religion affords us for this purpoſe are ſuch, ſo 
cloſely connected with the object to which they 
lead us, that to reject them is to reje& goodneſs 
itſelf : for when men have turned their backs 
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upon Chriſt, and will not aſk him for that par- 
don of their ſins which he offers them, nor liſten 


to the inſtructions of duty he gives them, nor 


aſk for that grace and aſſiſtance in the diſcharge 
of their duty which he is ready to give them, 
and are above being influenced by the eternal 
rewards he promiſes—I would aſk, what fort of 
goodneſs it is that ſuch men pretend to aim at; 
or whether,in the judgment of common ſenſe,they 
can be ſuppoſed to aim at any ? 


Let young people then take heed how they 
liſten to ſuch ſeducers, who would cheat them 
out of goodneſs by offering to lead them into it 
without that aſſiſtance which is abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, and which God hath ſet before them. Let 
them remember, it depends wholly on their own 
management of themſelves, how much or how 
little influence the inſinuations of ſuch men 


ſhall have upon them ; and that a neglect of 


their religious duties will ſurely render. them an 
eaſy prey ; ſince none are more welcome to thoſe 
who neglect their duty,than ſuch as will tell them 
it is unneceſſary. 
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It is from this modern humour of imagining, 


that the knowledge of our duty, and our way to 


happineſs, may be had without the doctrine of 
Jeſus Chriſt, that many will take up any book 
for their inſtruction, before they will take up 
the ſcriptures ; which, however, as they contain 
a faithful record of what Jeſus taught, are to us 


the door of his ſheepfold, the way thro' which 


every offer of religious inſtruction muſt be car- 
ried to be diſpenſed to us. It is true, many 
good and ſenſible books of morality may be 
met with, but this is no reaſon for deſpiſing the 
Chriſtian revelation and the book which con- 
tains it; eſpecially when we conſider, how much 


the Chriſtian revelation has contributed towards 


making ſuch books fo good and ſenſible as they 


are : for the improvement obſervable in this ſort 


of writing, ſince the publication of the goſpel, 
has, doubtleſs, arifen from the ſtudy of the 
ſcriptures, which have given us a more clear, as 
well as certain inſight into the nature and con- 
dition of man, and God's government of the 


world, than was to be met with before; and, 
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conſequently, have thrown great light on the 
ſtudy of moral duties which depend on ſuch 
knowledge: fo that the preferring ſuch books, 
in diſparagement and contempt of the goſpel, is 
treating the goſpel with ingratitude. Nor do 
ſuch ſort of readers conſider, that however ex- 
cellent theſe books may be, yet in Chriſtian 
countries, they cannot be ſufficient, though they 
may may be uſeful; becauſe it 1s the duty, it is 
the religion, of a Chriſtian to take his morality 
from Chriſt ; it is his religion to obey Chriſt : 
and therefore it is his religion to be taught by 


him. 


But the great point of all, in this matter, is, 
that whatever morality may be met with in 
other books, we can meet with Salvation no 
where but in the book of Chriſt. Our faith in 
the work of our redemption, and in HM who 


- wrought it, and in the promiſes he hath given 


us, would ſtarve in the ſtudy of morality, if we 
never have recourſe to the goſpel, in which theſe 


eſſential parts of a Chriſtian's duty are inculcat- 


ed, and without which, if we reject them when 
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propoſed, all the morality we can boaſt will not 
ſerve us to ſalvation and happineſs; becauſe, as 
highly as we may think of our morality, by 
thus rejecting God's propoſal, it becomes de- 
fective in the firſt and moſt material duty be- 
longing to it, which is obedience to the will of 
God, who hath appointed this method of man's 
falvation ; and which, therefore, it is man's mo- 
ral duty to apply when ſet before him. 


It is good, therefore, to make the ſcriptures 
the rule and foundation of our religious ſtudy, 
and to have in conſtant view before us the doc- 
trine which Jeſus taught : He * had the words 
of eternal life;” and nis is the only doctrine 
that can lead us to true righteouſneſs, and to 
our true happineſs. Beſides the ſcriptures, we 
may, as we have occaſion, ſtep into other books, 
which we may read to good advantage, if we 
read them with a right diſpoſition : not prefer- 
ring human wiſdom to divine wiſdom ; much leſs 
thinking the former ſufficient, and the latter 
contemptible ; but comparing the word of man 
with the word of God, and attending to the for- 
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mer no farther than as it is ſupported by the 
latter. With this care and diſpoſition in the uſe 
of them, there are many books which may well 
deſerve our reading ; and none more ſo, for our 
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religious improvement, than the ſermons of our 
beſt Engliſh divines, which are laid upon ſcrip- 
ture, and directed by the great doctrine of our 
falvation ; and which contain the beſt explanation 
of Chriſtian faith, and the beſt ſtock of Chriſtian 
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morality, that can be met with, 1 

* : 1 

It is the honour of this nation, that it hath 4 

produced ſuch books ; and will be its advan- : 

tage, if a good uſe be made of them. hen 1 

God hath given us the ſcriptures, and ſuch aſſiſt- 4 

4 ance in the ſtudy of them, nothing is wanted, . 

41 but our own diligence, towards our improve- 1 
by ment in the faith and practice of that doctrine ; 
| which Jeſus Chriſt hath taught us, and on 4 
„ which alone depend our means of righteouſ- 
| q neſs here, and our hopes of happineſs here- 1 
f after. 4 


Let it not then be thought formal, I am ſure 
it is good, advice If I exhort thoſe who 
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are ſtepping forth into the world, to be con- 
ſtant in their daily devotion, their public wor- 
ſhip of God, the uſe of the ſacrament, and the 
ſtudy of the ſcriptures : how effectually the uſe 
of theſe duties will operate towards maintaining 
a ſenſe of religion in their minds, experience will 
ſoon ſhew them, if they ſincerely apply them- 
ſelves to the making it ; the uſe of theſe duties 
will not only keep up a ſenſe of religion in their 
minds, but will kindle up a love of it, and make 
them good men in their reſpective ſtations in life. 
This is the veſſel of oil they muſt carry with 
them for trimming their lamps, which, with 
ſuch management of it, will light them on their 
way through duty here to happineſs hereafter, 
but without it will ſoon expire, and leave them 
to ſtumble on in darkneſs and wickedneſs, 


The fame leſſon which I have ſet before young 
perſons is worth our ſtudy during our whole pro- 


greſs through life; and though it is firſt to be 


ſet before young perſons, becauſe perhaps they 
are the moſt apt to neglect their religion, and be- 
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cauſe it is principally neceſſary at our firſt ſetting 
out in life, yet the leſſon follows us in our more 
advanced years, as we are even then not ſo care- 
ful of our religion as we ſhould be, and becauſe 
the loſs of it in any part of life is miſchievous 
and fatal. 


The parable tells us, that © whilſt the Bz1pz- 
* GROOM tarried they all ſlumbered and ſlept ;” 
the wiſe as well as the fooliſh. We are all apt to 
ſlumber over our religion, as we are all apt, 
more or leis, to be defective in cultiyating it in 
our minds, or in applying it to our practice. 


As the parable thus fitly deſcribes the gene- 
ral infirmity of our natures, ſo it gives us the 
ſatisfaction of finding that Chriſt is ready to 
pardon it: for though all the virgins ſlumbered 
e whilſt the BRIDEOROON tarried,” yet they were 
not all excluded from the marriage when he ar- 
rived. | 


Yet this indulgence of our frailty ſhould be 
conſidered, not as an encouragement of our care- 
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leſſneſs, but as an encouragement of our dili- 
gence; for as it would have been an uncomfort- 
able taſk before us, if, after our beſt pains in 
the way of goodneſs, we were to be ſet aſide for 
the leaſt neglect, ſo when we are aſſured that 
Chriſt is not extreme to ſet us aſide for every 
frailty, we ought to feel it as an encouragement 


for doing our beſt. . 


But inſtead of this we are too apt to take ſhel- 
ter under the frailty of our nature, and to look 
upon that as a ſufficient excuſe for our neglect, 
which is no more than the cauſe of it, and which 
is only a reaſon for quickening our vigilance, 
but is no reaſon for juſtifying our careleſſneſs ; 
and there is this danger in accuſtoming ourſelves 
to think it ſo, that we thereby encreaſe our frail- 
ty, and whilſt we multiply our neglects, the ea- 
ſier ſtill we are under them; and why not? 
ſince if frailty juſtifies neglect, greater frailty 
will juſtify greater neglect; and thus many get 


4 1 
far into wickedneſs whilſt they imagine they 
have only venial blemiſhes belonging to them. 


We are all frail; but the more we cultivate 
our religion, the leſs pernicious effects we ſhall 
feel from our frailty ; whilſt thoſe, who take no 
care of their religion, are ruined by their frailty : 
all the virgins ſlept ; but when they awaked, the 
wiſe had only to trim their lamps, but the lamps 
of the fooliſh were gone out. 


As we are all liable to fin, it is ſurely prudent 
to be provided with the readieſt means for re- 
covering ourſelves from it; on this account we 
ſhould be careful to be provided with religion : 
fo long as men do not loſe that, and make uſe 
of the ordinary means for preſerving a ſenſe of 
it alive in their hearts, they wilt certainly feel 
this advantage from it, that, whenever they fall 
into fin, they will know how to recover them- 
ſelves from it : their conſciences will be ready to 
tell them they are wrong, and if their ſin be ac- 
cidental, and they have not habit to ſtruggle 
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with, they have little to do but to refle& in or- 
der to be ſet right: for he who ordinarily ap- 
plies himſelf to the duties of religion (to prayer 
and the frequent hearing and reading the ſcrip- 
tures) cannot at any time ſtep aſide into fin, 
without having an immediate call and op- 
portunit to repent and quit it: his ſtated re- 
turn of private devotion will remind him of it; 
and as he will be careful not to affront God 
with his prayers, ſo he will make it the firit ſub- 
ject of them to repent and aſk forgiveneſs of 
what he has lately done amiſs: a portion of 
ſcripture may occur, in his uſual courſe of read- 
ing, that may ſerve to awaken him; or, in his 
uſual attendance on the public worſhip, the form 
in which he expreſſes his devotion, or the diſ- 
courſe of the preacher, may touch him; but moſt - 
eſpecially when he is called to the ſacrament, 
will he be reminded of what is amiſs in his con- 
du& ; if he is conſtant at the Lord's table, any: 
ſin he has incurred, ſince he was laſt there, can- 
not be of ſo long ſtanding as to be forgotten, 
and he will be as ready to repent of it as he is 
3 E 
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to remember it. Theſe are very material helps 
towards a recovery from lapſes into ſin, which 
wiſe men, who take care to preſerve their reli- 
gion, feel great advantage from, and by a pro- 
per uſe of which they not only reinſtate but 
ſtrengthen themſelves in goodneſs; for the 
ſhame they feel from their fall inſpires them 
with freſh reſolution in their recovery, and they 
proceed better guarded againſt future tempta- 
tions in proportion as they have been ſurprized 
by former ones. A good man falleth, but 
<* riſeth again; but the wicked ſhall fall into 
“ miſchief :” thoſe who have taken no care 
to maintain a ſenſe of religion in their hearts, by 
an ordinary attention to the duties belonging to 
it, who never ſay their prayers in private, and 
will go any where rather than to church; who 
deſpiſe reading the ſcriptures, and who neglect 
the holy ſacrament till they are afraid to come 
there.— Such men, I ſay, beſides that they are 
more expoſed to fin, loſe the moſt material helps 
for recovering themſelves from it; their conſci- 
ences feel not the guilt they have contracted; or 
if they be ſenſible they are wicked, yet being 


a. 


ſtrangers, if not enemies, to that inſtruction and 
aſſiſtance which religion affords, they know not 
how to ſet about the work of growing better; 


nor, if they reſolve on this work, have they 


ſtrength for breaking through a long habit of 
ſin, but turning their backs on ſuch opportuni- 
ties as ſhould help them to be good, they lie 
ſtill expoſed to farther calls and opportunities 
of vice; ſo that as the good man, from his 
lapſes into ſin, acquires ſtrength in his purſuit of 
goodneſs by the help of his religion, wicked 
men ſtrengthen their habit of ſinning by their 
neglect of religion; for as they put themſelves 


out of the way of feeling ſname and repentance 


for paſt ſin, they cannot feel any reſolution for 
avoiding it, and will feel the whole force of 
every new temptation for purſuing it: and thus 
they fall from one ſin to another, till, at laſt, 
they fall into deſtruction. £ 


_ Careleſs . men may laugh at this 
counſel, whilſt their life goes on in its uſual 
courſe, without any extraordinary call to awake 
them ; for it is not the ordinary call of advice 
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that is likely to awake them; they either avoid 
that, or are above being mended by it : whilſt 
the BRIDEOCROOxM tarries they will lumber , but 
the time will come when they muſt be awaken- 


ed. Let us follow the parable and ſee what then 
becomes of them. 


The parable goes on and ſays ———*< At 
e midnight there was a cry made, Behold the 


© Br1pEGROOM cometh, go ye out to meet 
RA: 


Then all thoſe virgins aroſe and trimmed 
< their lamps. 


“And the fooliſh ſaid unto the wiſe, give us 
of your oil, for ouf lamps ze gone out. 


But the wiſe anſwered, ſaying, not fo, leſt 
e there be not enough for us and you, but go 


« ye rather to them that ſell and b for your- 
<« ſelves. 
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in with him to the marriage, and the door 
<« was ſhut, 


_ « Afterwards came alſo the other virgins, ſay- 
e ing, Lord, Lord, open to us. 


But he anſwered and ſaid, Verily, I ſay unto 
you, I know you not.” 


Mark the diſtreſs of the fooliſh virgins, when 
they awaked and found their lamps expiring : 
they did all they could; they begged oil of their 
companions ; and, being refuſed, they went to 
buy it, and (as we may well ſuppoſe) made all 
poſſible haſte to the marriage, with their lamps 
new lighted, but yet were denied admittance. 


The practical meaning of all which is not this, 
that © let men do all they can to amend their 
„lives, and recover their religion after their 
* neglect of it, ſtill they ſhall not be accepted 
« of God ;” ſuch a meaning would be directly 
contrary to the whole tenor of Chriſt's goſpel, 
and the repeated aſſurances he hath given us of 
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his readineſs to accept us upon our repentance 
and amendment. 


The principal point in the parable is to be 
attended to, which is to be ready prepared 
when Chriſt calls us; and this is to be under- 
ſtood, not of any calls to repentance which he 
may be pleaſed to vouchſafe us during our paſ- 
ſage through life, and which he gives us as he 
ſees occaſion for it ; but it is to be underſtood 
of his final call to judgment, which is fixed and 
determined in the counſel of God, though un- 
known to us: his calls to repentance, whenever 
given, neceſſarily ſuppoſe us to be unprepared ; 
they are given on purpoſe to prepare us; and 
Chriſt will not only wait our endeavours in ſuch 
preparation, but will aſſiſt them, and we, though 
late, ſhall be accepted : but when after his fre- 
quent calls to repentance, he ſends forth his final 
call to judgment, that not only ſuppoſes but re- 


quires we ſhould be ready prepared ; and as there 


will be no waiting after that call, as our time of 
trial will then be concluded, and judgment will 
immediately take place, we muſt then be judged 
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according as we are then found; if ready we 
ſhall be admitted to happineſs ; if not, there will 
not be time allowed to make ourſelves ſo, but we 
mult be ſhut out. 


The fooliſh virgins in the parable were ſhut 
out, becauſe they were not ready at the call of 
the BRIDEOROOM, and they had not then time to 


make themſelves ſo ; for, after going to buy their 


oil, we find they came too late—the door was 
ſhut: if they had awaked from their ſlumber 
before the BRIDFECROOMu's call, and had furniſhed 
themſelves with oil time enough before the door 
was ſhut, all had been well, they might have 
been admitted ; as it was, they had not time 
enough to prepare themſelves, and ſo were ex- 
cluded ; for the marriage was not to be deferred 
till they were ready; they knew it was their bu- 
ſineſs to be ready againſt the Bx REHOROOM came, 
whenever that might be, and therefore it was 
their own fault, that, when he did come, they 


had not time ſufficient to prepare themſelves, 


and in conſequence of that were excluded. 
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They might lament, but they had no reaſon to 
complain. 


When Chriſt calls us to judgment, the caſe 
will be the ſame ; that tremendous hour, fixed 
and determind in the counſel of God, will not 
be deferred in favour of thoſe who are not ready 
for it; happy for thoſe who ſhall be prepared, 
but for thoſe who are not, as they will then not 
have time to make themſelves ſo, they muſt be 
treated accordingly. 


The practical meaning then of this part of the 
parable is, that we ſhould be always ready pre- 
e pared for Chriſt's call to judgment, becauſe, if 


ye are not prepared beforehand, we ſhall not 
< then have time to make ourſelves ſo.” The 


circumſtance, of the fooliſh virgins going to buy 
oil for the recruit of their lamps, muſt not be ſe- 


parated from the other circumſtance. belonging 


to it, which 1s, that when they returned the 
door was ſhut, and then we may plainly. under- 
ſtand it, not as diſcouraging any attempt for re- 
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pentance, and the recovery of religion, whilſt 
we have time to do it, but as pointing out the 
great danger of deferring it till our call to judg- 
ment, when we ſhall have none. 


We know very well, that with reſpect to all 
practical uſe, the time of our call to judgment, 
is that time when, by God's appointment, we 
ſhall each of us be called out of life; an ap- 
pointment as fixed in the counſel of God as the 
day of judgment. An interval there will be 
between theſe two events; but no trial, no 
means or opportunity of making our condition 
better or worſe : where the tree falls there it 
will lie; and we ſhall riſe to judgment exact- 
ly in that condition in which we go down into 
the grave. 


It is therefore exactly of the ſame impor- 
tance to be prepared for the call of death, 
as it is to be prepared for our call to judg- 
ment; if the former finds us not ready, there 


is no waiting till we make ourſelves ready. The 
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call of death, like our call to judgment, is 


fixed, but quite unknown; yet as God was 
pleaſed to afford ſigns of his coming to judg- 
ment againſt Jeruſalem, and, doubtleſs, will af. 
ford ſome of his coming to judge the world, fo 
he frequently ſets in our way forerunners of our 
approaching end, which are ſo many calls to re- 
pentance to prepare ourſelves for the call of 
death : but theſe calls are given with great va- 
riety ; we have all of us a general one perpe- 
tually before us from the mortality of our na- 
ture, and the common period of human life. 


Beſides this general call to preparation, ſome 


have longer, ſome ſhorter, . indications of their 
death, in the ſeveral ſtages of life, and ſome 
have none at all : no one knows in which of 
theſe ſeveral ways God will deal with him; 
whether a ſudden ſtroke ſhall take him off at 
once, or whether a lingering, or a quick decay 
by ſickneſs, ſhall afford him more or leſs time 
in preparing himſelf for the call of death. God 
deals with each of us in this matter as he ſees 
fit ; he calls no man out of life who has not 


had beforehand ſufficient calls to repentance : | 
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what is ſufficient is not for us to preſcribe, but 
muſt be left to his judgment; as muſt alſo that 
variety with which he diſpenſes ſuch calls, that 
ſome have more than others, and ſome have 
longer, ſome ſhorter, warnings to prepare 
themſelves for the call of death, and ſome 
have none at all. The reaſon, I ſay, of ſuch 
various diſpenſations muſt be left to God; it is 
our buſineſs to be always ready, that even a 
ſudden death (if that ſnould be his will) may 
not ſeize us unprepared; or, if he vouchſafes us 
notice of our approaching call out of life, that 
we may be better diſpoſed to apply it as a call 
to repentance, to prepare us for meeting the 
call of death. Happy is it, when men are 


both able and diſpoſed to apply ſuch notices 


properly, and betake themſelves to repentance 


and religion, whilſt they yet have time to do it ; 


with which if they are furniſhed, they are then 
prepared for their call out of life; but if ſuch 
notices are not properly applied, and the call of 
death at laſt finds us unprepared, there is no 
deferring it, any more than we can defer the day 
of judgment. We are called, when, like the 
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fooliſh virgins in the parable, we have not time 
to prepare ourſelves. 


And who can enſure himſelf a right applica- 
tion of ſuch notices, any more than he can be 
ſure they ſhall be allowed him ? Such notices, 
when they fall on a mind ready furniſhed with 
religion, will not fail of being rightly applied; 
but thoſe who have nothing to do with religion 


all their life long, will hardly know what to do 


with it then: when the pains of ſickneſs, and 
the uſual circumſtances belonging to their depar- 
ture, interrupt their attention, if not diſable them 
from the uſe of it, they will find that they have 
taken the worlt time in their whole lives for be- 
ginning their acquaintance with religion ; when, 
perhaps, they will be able to do little more 
than lament their long neglect of what they will 
then feel to be ſo neceſſary.— For, however uſe- 
leſs we may think religion whilſt we live, we 
ſhall ſurely find it otherwiſe when we come to 
die; when, if we have not been careful before- 
hand to furniſh ourſelves with it, we ſhall be 
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ſeverely made ſenſible of its value in our want 
of it. 


Religion is the lamp which muſt light us 
not only through this life, but into the next: 
the light which this lamp affords we may ne- 
glect and ſuffer to go out, whilſt the vanities 
and pleaſures of the world afford one 
which we rather chuſe to walk by; but when 
theſe ſalſe lights, which have led us through 
life, are vaniſned on the confines of the grave, 
where then is the light which ſhould lead us 
through the ſhadow of death, when we can no 
longer rejoice in the ſparks of our kindling, 
and, being deſtitute of that light which re- 
ligion ſhould afford us, muſt lie down in 
darkneſs and in forrow ! 


Religion 1s our beſt light in life, but it is our 


only light in death : it is the only thing we can 


carry with us out of this world ; the only thing 
that can fit us for the next : it is madneſs there- 
fore to have it to ſeek when we are called out 
of life ; to be all our days running after trifles, 
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which we muſt leave behind us, and not to fur- 
niſh ourſelves with the only treaſure we can take 
with us, but to deſpiſe it, till at laſt we become 
ſenſible of its value, when it is the moſt diffi- 
cult to uſe, if not to find it ; and when all our 


anxiety, perhaps, may not recover what an early 
care might have preſerved. 


Let us then take an early and conſtant care in 
the preſervation of our religion, and not flatter 
ourſelves in the preſumption that a death-bed 
repentance will ſupply us with it, when we have 
neglected it all our lives long. It may be no 
difficult matter to ſtate the caſe of a death-bed 
repentance in ſuch a manner, that a charitable 
Chriſtian will be neither willing nor able to diſ- 
prove the effectual merits of it; but it is not only 
a difficult, but an impoſſible matter for any one 
who ſtates ſuch a caſe, to aſſure himſelf that it 
ſhall be his own, Here then lies the point; as 


we muſt allow repentance, at ſome time or 
other, to be neceſſary in qualifying us for the 


call of death, whether we ſhall ſet about it nov, 
or run the hazard of dying without it. The : 


le 


1 


hazard, if we will run it, is much againſt us, not 
only in point of time, but in point of abilities, 
for ſetting about it: if a ſudden death is not ſo 
common as the contrary, yet no man can be ſure 
it will not be his lot; and as little can he aſſure 
himſelf that he ſhall repent and be religious if it 
is not. The notices of approaching death are 
not always the beſt obſerved by thoſe whom 
they moſt concern: the deſire of life oftentimes 
ſtifles the apprehenſion of dying; and ſuch as are 
afraid to die are glad to perſuade themſelves they 
are not about it; but beſides this flattery, and 
the uſual decay of natural faculties, there is a 
very material circumſtance on which the work 
of repentance depends, which no habitual ſinner 
can preſume to be ſure he ſhall find on his death- 
bed; and that is, the grace of God in his heart. 
God may, doubtleſs, touch the heart of a ſinner 
when he pleaſes ; and whenever a ſincere repen- 
tance follows it, it will. as doubtleſs be accepted; 
but let us ſeriouſly aſk ourſelves, whether, after 
the repeated fruitleſs calls to repentance, which 
God hath vouchſafed us through life, he be in 
Juſtice bound to follow us with one upon our 


| [ 49 J | 
death · bed; or whether it be ſafe to depend, with 


aſſurance, upon feeling that in our laſt hours, a- 


gainſt which we have hardened ourſelves all our 
lives long. 

Let us ſeriouſly think on this: and may the 
grace of God follow and cheriſh the thought in 
our hearts : that as we know neither the day nor 
the hour when we ſhall be called, we may watch 
and be always ready for it; that ſo, when the mid- 
night call of death ſhall awake us from the ſlum- 
bers of human infirmity, we may feel our religion 
alive in our hearts, and after trimming our 
lamps, may be admitted to the regions of zTER- 
NAL BLISS. | 
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